
Northern     Lights

The Recruitment Team had a busy end 
to 2014, as they travelled to Whitehorse, 
Victoria and Vancouver for a variety of 
career and education fair events. 

Tricia Hotchkiss, student recruiter 
lead, was at each event to represent 
Northern Lights College.

Professional Cook students serve staff 
during a complimentary staff breakfast.

Many people gathered at the Donor 
Appreciation evening in Fort St. John, 
including Pamela den Ouden (top left) and 
Diana Mohninger (top right), who selected 
the recipient of the Fred den Ouden Memorial 
Award every year. Here, they pose with 
student recruiter lead Tricia Hotchkiss.

Every year, Northern Lights College 
students receive a variety of awards and 
bursaries, but for one family, the award 
they sponsor sits close to their hearts.

The Fred den Ouden Memorial Award 
recipient is carefully selected every year 
by Pamela den Ouden and her daughter 
Diana Mohninger.

“Our family set up this award in 
memory of my late husband, Fred, who 
worked at Northern Lights College for 20 
years,” explained Pamela den Ouden.

Mohninger, a graduate of the 
AHCOTE (Teacher Education) program, 
has an interest in the success of other 
students. 

“She usually helps me go through the 
applications and select the recipient. One 
of my children or I attend the awards 
ceremony each year to present the 
award,” said den Ouden.

Fred graduated from the Business 
Management Certificate program, and 
encouraged his family members to 
pursue their educations.

“My husband was a great supporter 
of education,” said den Ouden. “Fred 
supported all of us financially while we 
were studying. As well, he encouraged 
us daily by making our home life run 
smoothly so we had time to study.”

The award is presented annually at the 
Fort St. John Campus Awards ceremony.

Safety in the shop is extremely impor-
tant, and no one knows this better than 
the Northern Lights College Carpentry 
classes.

The Level 2 Carpentry class at the 
Dawson Creek Campus won a contest 

Carpentry students (l-r) Markus Bullert and Marcus Skinner, with instructor Stephen Janssen won a recent WorkSafe competition about safety 
violations.

The best at safety
hosted by WorkSafe, in which they had 
to spot a set of contrived safety violations 
in a picture. 

“We found more than they had set up, 
so we won,” explained Stephen Janssen, 
Carpentry instructor. “They spotted the 

violations and I took notes.”
Janssen was extremely proud of his 

students, and plans to challenge other 
colleges to enter and try to win.

“This can only help raise the bar on 
safety, I think,” said Janssen.

Tricia Hotchkiss, student recruiter lead, at the Victoria Education and Career Fair.

Travelling far and wide for students
At these events, student recruiters 

speak with potential students, promoting 
NLC programs and campuses. The 
Recruitment team is taking a short break 
to host some local events before it hits the 
road again at the end of January, this time 
travelling to Edmonton and Surrey.

An award to 
remember

It starts with breakfast
Professional Cook students got the 

chance to open a miniature restaurant 
during a complimentary staff breakfast.

Dawson Creek Campus students cre-
ated their own breakfast menu item, a 
restaurant name, and decorated a table. 

Everything from waffles to pancakes 
to syrup was made from scratch and de-
voured by appreciative breakfast diners.

BY MEGAN GORECKI
Acting Director, 

Marketing and Communications


